CHAPTER VII
FOLKLORE OF THE VILLAGE GODS
OF SOUTH INDIA1  *
A FEW specimens of the folklore connected with
the village deities will serve to throw some light on the
religious ideas of the people, the antiquity of the village
deities themselves, the struggles that have taken place
in former years between the worship of these primitive
goddesses and the more modern cults of Siva and
Vishnu, and the efff js made in the later times to
connect the ruder village deities with the more
dignified gods and goddesses worshipped by the
Brahmans,
Many of the stories are wild and fantastic, marked
by a thoroughly Indian extravagance and exaggeration;
some seem to be faint echoes of actual events in the
past; and many of the details were evidently invented
to account for pieces of ritual, the meaning of which
had been forgotten. Here is one which probably pre-
serves the traditional story of some palace tragedy and
the conversion of the victim into a local deity and also
the memory of some attempt made to put down a
primitive form of worship.
MlMcJnamman of Madura, In Madura during
the time of the Pandya dynasty, there was a wicked
irreligious king called Pandian. In his pride and
presumption he dosed the temple of Minachiamman,"
the renowned local goddess. She was enraged at this,
*  The storjr of Ammavaru in this chapter is reprinted from an
article in the Niittt&nth Century\ by kind permission of the Editor.
*  Sanskrit, MInaksiu, fish-eyed, an epithet of the wife of
Siva, probably meaning w|th love-filled eyes,